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Plan Suggested at
Meeting of
Builders.

‘MISS COMAN HAS
LABOR SOLUTION

Practical Address Which Received
the Thanks of Builders and
Traders Exchange.

As a result of the address of Miss
Catherine Coman of Wellezley, preseat-
ed last night before the Builders and
Traders’ Exchange of Honolulu, steps |
may be taken in the near {uture
to have the planters, business men and
working men meet for a discussion of
the labor problem with a view to boy-
cotting Asiatic labor outside that em-
ployed in the cane fields. The senti-
ment was expressed both by members
of the Exchange add the Trade Coun-
eil that such a course would probably
bs helpful to all non-Asiatics residing |
here and would produce results which
would cause an influx of white laborers |
“into the Islands. It was stated that !
the merchants of Honolulu were ba-
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It has seemed to me so far as our so-
cial, political and industrial conditions
here are concerned there is no cholce,
and that choice would fall to the Chi-
nese limited to a certain period of years.
Between the Japanese and the Chinese,
it is preferable from my observations
to have the Chinesa.

"“What I should very much like is that
the plantations should secure thig re-
stricted Importation for a period of ten
years, they pledging themselves that it
was for this term only, and that thay
must so adjust themselves to some
methods for carrying on the sugar plan-
tations at the end of that time, that the
change will not be felt. That would
be my idea of a solution of the labor
problem. 1 heartily hope that the day
is not far off when the Hawalian Isi-
ands will be occupled in great part by
white farmers. 1 regard the American,
gself-supporting, independent farmer as
the corner stone of the state, This
change I have suggested cannot come
In one, two or three years, but can in
ten years If the land laws are changed
to meet conditions. In the meantime
how are the plantations to be carried
on? How Is the industrial prosperity
to be continued?"

Various members of the two organiza-
tions present made statements, some in
the nature of replies to Miss Coman’s
suggestions and inquiries, One or two
went back into political history and in-
stead of suggesting a remedy for pres-
ent conditions preferred to call up old
political rows. The talk was quite gen-
eral and some excellent suggestions
were made.

and others sald they favored the im-

ditions, providing that this did not
throw the Japanese upon the cities to
compete with the white mechanics,
Carl Taylor said the Japanese were
more feared here by the mechanics than
the Chinese,
way into every Known trade here, Mr.
{ Harris said there were 36,000 Japanese
'ln the cities agd towns not now em-
[pln\'ed in the fields. If these or a por-
‘ifon of them could be gotten back to
sthe plantations it would assist in aolv-
(ing the question. Getting them

to come here.
J. H. Craig presented a fair state-
ment of the situation. Chinese

portation of Chinese under certain con- :an(l labor, whose scars are not yét

J. H. Craig. John Bowler, Carl 'I'a:.'lor:

THE LABOR ISSUE

IN THE ISLANDS

Alfred Stead’s Exhaustive Article as
It Appears in the Current

Collier’s

-~

Weekly.

A Careful Review of an Economic Problem
Which Presents Many Phases of Special In-

terest to Statesmen at Washington.

£

The United Siates the Greater has
just come through one of the most seri-
ous industrial crises of the century—
a hand-to-hand contest between capital

healed. While this tremendous strug-

| gle has been going on let us see what

as they had worked their)

back 'and
would ereate a demand for white labor w

and obJEct

has been doing in an Ameriean country
which it would be well for the Amer-
ican toiler to remember more frequent-
ly—"the United States of the Pacific"—
| Hawali, the land of sugar and coffee,
and many other things.

Small as are the Hawaiian Islands,
ingignificant as they may seem
hen compared to other portions of

{the United States, yet they contain an

lesson which statesmen at

Japanese laborers must be retained Uﬂ'i\Vashin"ton would do well to study on

til replaced by American labor. * The!
| Chinaman bad degraded cane field la-
| bor. H's experience had

|

the eve of the reconvening of Congress,

been that| I he labor problem in all its ramifica-

white men can do the work but how|tions is the one huge question which
can such men be brought here to DE""to:la\- holdg the attention of the entire

form it?
| this:
tations must go to the wall.

“The situation,” said he, “is
We must have labor or the plan-

clvilized world. The labor problem of

Personal-« the Hawaiian Territory contains many

l
ginning to feel the pinch of competition |1y 1 am in favor of Chinese—a limited aspects which must be encountered in
by Asiaties and to understand that it |number for Importation—to be returned the development of the Philippines.

is to their interest to throw trade to
white men, and not to Japanese and
Chinese,

Members of the two trades organiz-
ations came out at the meeting flat-
footed in favor of a restricted immi-
gration of Chinese for agricultural pur-
poses only and for a limited mimber
of years to run, to be returned to China
at the expiration of their terms. The
suggestion was made that this would
tend to drive the Japanese
into the cities and towns and thereby
displace American and all white labor-
ing men and mechanics.” It was this
probability that suggested the meeting
of planters, business and workidzmen
to arrive at a basis of employing nones
but non-Asiatic laborers and to trade
only with non-Asiatics as well,

Miss Coman presented a novel

scheme as a remedy for the present
labof difficulties, that as between Jap-
" anese and Chinese the latter were pref-
erable as field laborers, and that they
be imported in limited numbers for a
period of ten years as plantation Jabor-
ers, only in the cane fields but not in
and about the mills, as at the end of
this decade other means, notably im-
provements in machinery and possibly
the gradual introduction of white la-
borers, would put the plantations on a
different basis.

Miss Coman was introduced by W.
W. Harris, who said that the distin-
guished economist was in the Hawali-
an Islands looking up labor conditions
and that she hoped to obtain informa-
tion of value from the members. Miss
Coman said she was hardly in a posi-
tion to present a solution of the prob-
lem, but that she had some sugges-
tions, the result of her observations
while touring the Islands and visiting
various plantations. She went over
the past efforts of the planters to
bring laborers of various nationalities
into the Islands as experiments, dating
from the early fifties, when an attempt
was made to introduce Polynesians as
field workers, then Norwegians, Portu-
guese, Germans, Chinese. Japanese,
negroes, Spamish, Porto Ricans, and
others. A =erious effort had been made
to get white labor, but without success.
The only classes glad to work on the
plantations were the Chinese and Jap-
anese., Today the larger proportion of
Inaborers on a plantation are Japanese.

“We are all eager that Hawalil should
be a white man’s country,” said she,
“a Hawail for Americans. The gues-
tion = how to make it so and keep
it s0. I have diseussed the labor sit-
uation with some of the thoughtful men
of the islands. 1 think that the contract
form of labor is repugnant to the|
American. Tf a restricted importation
of Chinese fails in Congress what next?
S0 far a= 1 can observe it is then more
Japanese. 1If the plantations fail, most
of the rest of vou will go out of busi-
ness also. Most of the work in the isl-
ands ﬂt’.‘}"?."ll_!ﬁ. more upon
success of the plantations.

“No one here wishes for a moment
to contemplate the fallure of the plan-
tations. It would mean a business col-
lapse, an indu=trial erisis from which
it would take a long time to recover.

or less the

laborers |

to China and not permitted to drift into |
‘ the cities. We thave got to prevent;

It is true tha‘ the lessons are in minia-

these Asiatics already here from enter-| 'ture, but this has only the effect of

ing into competition with the swhite

men.
can accomplish this,
|bine with the business man. We have
grn to be fair and we must meet the
p}dntﬂr\-‘ We are a cane-producing
country—there is more money in sugar
| than anything else—therefore it is best
| to continue that industry. We are tak-
jing the labor matter
| Merchants® Association feels the pinch
The merchant is not like the working- |
man, who, if conditions are not to his
i,ikm.‘; can pack his trunk and go. The
majority of the retail merchants under-
stand this and I feel sure it is going
to result in some good for the working-
min gf this country., I don’'t think it
was or is intentional on the part of the |
plantations to put the Aslatic in com-
petition with the white mechanie, it is
only thoughtlessness.

“The planters are a good class of men
—no better anywhere. 1 believe fr:\rn
this on the merchants will bring in- |
fluence to bear upon the
Commerce to employ only
&rs, €
will be very few white men In
country other than the sugar planters.
If all business men would put a clause
in their specifications and plans that
no Asiaties shall be employed that
would be a long step toward bringing
about the desired result.

“Ag it stands, I am in favor of the
importation of a limited number of Chi-
nese for a limited time to work as agri-
cultural laborers.”

John F. Bowler gave a sensible, fair
presentation of the sitnation. He fa-
vored a contract system in the islands.
It was the only way in which the sugar
plantations could be made suceessful
producers. At present the plantation
managers were slaves to the Japanese
jaborers. The latter were independent
and the leagst pressure put upon them
by the manager resulted in their guit-
ting. The lack of necessary laborers
had resulted in the plantations cutting
off their dividends. Jefore annexation
swhen sonie authority could be exercised
over the Japanese they worked to the
extent that than fifty per cent
mare was accomplished. Their efficie
¢y had fallen off fifty per cent,
the fact that wages had been ralsed,
Mr. Bowler favored a limited importa- °
tion of €hinese, and thought this would
sither send back from the cities thon-
sands of Japanese or compel them to
return to Japan.

A vote of thanks was tendered Miss
Coman by the Exchange for her ad-

dress.
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It is ‘not the working man who, learned.
but he has to rom-f

The difficulty of
bor from the outside to cultivate
fresh territory is here very clearly
demonstirated. Every year it becomes
more and more difficult to obtain fresh
supplies of the same labor at a work-
able price and thus Hawaii has become

obtaining la-
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FRAUDS FOUND

a regular sample land of unskilled la-
borers.

The Hawaiian Territory has an area
of 6,449 gquare miles, and the Philip-
pines one of 52,500 square miles—thua
the area of the latter is about eight
times as great as the former. In the
Hawalian Territory the land is capable
of sustaining a population of 500,000;
and at present there are only about
120,000. Thus there are necessarily
vast tracts of country totally untouch-
ed, and the question inevitably ob-
trudes itself, if this is the case in Ha-
wall, will if not be much more so in

_the larger group of islands?

WORKERS OF MANY RACES.

The reciprocity treaty with the United
States in 1876 had ereated an urgent
need for labor, and an attempt was
made to utilize Hindoo coolies: but
discouraging reports caused the idea to
be abandoned. In 1878, 930 Portuguese
laborers were irgfroduced without hav-
ing signed contracts before arrival,
This condition was, however, made
compulgory in the same year. The suc-
cess of these laborers led to an immi-
gration treaty being signed with Por-
tuga?, nnder which 7,000 immigrants
arrived within the next six years—
chiefly from the Azores and Madeira.
During the six years from 1878 to 1884
upward of 2,000 South Sea Islanders
were introduced, but without sveocess,
It may be noted that it has always
been found difficult to induce immigra-
tion to the Islands owing to the fact
that the government had no land to
grant as homesieads to the immi-
grants.

In 1884 the Japanese government
consented to allow emigration to
Hawaii, aml in the following wear 956
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THE HONOLULU POSTOFFICE

Newspaper Parcels Are a Favorite Class in:
Which to Send Jewelry---Cloth and Valu-
ables Which Are Seized by Officials.

Don’t send stick pins, ring
luce or plain handkerchiefs,
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Unele Sam’s postal department to de-
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| Japanese arrived.

emigration convention

120,658 males, 4,922

'same to the tenant at regular rates of
]

1002.

PRICE FIVE CENT'.

A lack of proper
arrangements led to a suspension of
the inflow, but in March, 1888, ths
was signed.
The immigration assumed such large
proportions as to lead the Hawailan
authoritiez to bellieve that it would
become unmanageable. Accordingly
several of the ships containing Japan-
ese laborers were sent back without be-
iug allowed to land their passengers,
A diplomatic rupture resulted, which

,Was about to be referred to arbitration

when the annexation of Hawaii caused
a hurried payment of $75,000 in settle-

.ment of her claim for damages. Be-

tween 1886 and 1896 there were 32,056
Japanese immigrants, and only 8,969
departures back to Japan. In 1899
females and 633
children arrived, a total of 26,103 (out
of a total immigration of 32,725); and
only 2%80 left—2.,074 men, 417 women
;and 289 children. And these figures
lrust be considered in the light of the
faet that there are no longer any g5-

sisted passages, all laborers having to

pay thir own faras.
Atftempts to introeduce Porto Ricam

(laborers are now being made, arrenge-
ments having been concluded for the

supp]y of nearly 10,000 of whom some

2,000 have already been sert in 1901
Negroes have been tried, but have
caused endless trouble, and the piant-

"ers do not faveor further immigration.

Recently Portuguese from Massachu-
settes, and Greeks, were being hrought
to the islands. The latter show much
disinclination to come; of a body of
62 on their way only 14 arrive:l at their
destination, It has never Leen found
feasible to induce large hodies of white
immigrants to come, though the au-
thorities tried hard to induce white
immigration.

The total number of: laborers oi all
nationalities on the plantations on De-
cember 21, 1889, was about :0.500, of
whom some 20,640 were under contract.
The Hawaiian Territorial act, however,
put an end to all such contracts made
since the annexation of the Islands to
the United States.

PROFIT SHARING.

Since the contract system has heen
abolished a system of profii-sharing
between planters and emploves has
been introduced with much success. To
guote from the “Handbook on fthe
Sugar Indusiry of the Hawaiian
Islands": “At the well-known Ewa
Plantation, nearly 600 Asiatics and a
small group of Americans are &nLow
cultivating cane upon the following
co-operative basis. The plantation
with its steam plows and special equip-
ment prepares and plants the ground
and gives the cane its first irrigation.
It also furnishes the laborer with free
house, fuel and water, a gardexr prlol
and medical service if needed. Culti-
vating tools, water for irrigation, and
movable railroad track for harvesting
the cane are all farnished free. The
plantation also makes monthly ai-
vances of cash (without interest) for
the living expenses of the laborer.
The laborer agrees to cultivate and
strip the cane, and cut and deliver it
on the cars, under general direction ol
the plantation manager. On his failing
to do go properly, the manager is priv-
{leged to do the work and charge the
!‘I]

wages. At the mill the cane is weigh

'and the laborer receives one-sixth of

the sale proceeds, the entire cost of

' manufacture being borne by the plan-

,tation. Immediately after grinding,
ﬂett‘ement is made with the worker at
a. fixed rate per ton of sugar; later,

when the returns are had on that ship-
'ment, any balance due the laborer is
_paid over to him. Contracts for culti-
\aLion are usually made to cover an
G‘Tltll‘(’ field, the ground being subdivid-
ed among a group of laborers, assign-
ing ahout seven acres to Asiatics and
'ten acres to American laborers. On
this basis it is expected that white
laborers will make about $40 per
month and Asiatiecs in proportion.
This, with free house rent, fuel, water
and garden, is certainly a very fair
retnrn for unskilled labor.”

A= to the positions filled by the dif-
ferent races, a rough division may be
made as follows:
the teamsters and
{lunas); the Hawaiians
in light work and about
Chinese, Porto Ricans and Negroes do
simply coolie work in the fields and the
mille; while the Japanese are to be
found everywhere. Practically
skilled workmen, as well as a great
portion of the field laborers, are Jap-
anese. For instance. on one plantation
on the Island of Oahu, The Waialna
Agricaltural Company, Limited, where
there are 2,100 men empioved,
1.000 of them are Japanese. There
200 Portuguese and 40 whites,
200 Porto Ricans, and the rest
On this plantation there

so about 100 Japanese women ~m-

"'Ff who earn up to $16 :-|_ month.
I--‘}\1 '\\(Hnlq -(._ 1%
-‘. = women find it easy to work
fields and add to the househo ‘j
This plantation may be taken is
tvpical of all the others; as, although
paratively recent establishment
it will soon have the largest --.:tp ut of
any in the Islands, and it is equi ]' |
\n.h the newest and most pe arfect ma
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= LAY PLANS
HOR
PLAY SPOT

M'Kinley Park Is to
Be Leveled
Up.

BASEBALL FIELD
IN THE CENTER

Tennis Courts and Bicycle Path
Will be Censtructed But the
Grand Stand Waits,

lans for the filling in of the site of
the MeKinley Park were adopted yes-
terday by the Executive Committee of
the Memorlal Committee, and steps will
be taken at once for the commence-
ment of the work of preparing the
grounds for the next season of sporth
The contemplate grounds for
baseball, football, tennis and a general
playground for children, and as well a
bleycle speed way, with roads and au
ornamental improvement of the laks
which forms one corner of the site pur-
chased from the Bishop estate,

The plans provide for the cutting
down of the trees in a section of the
park lving along the King street and
western frontages as well, to form an
oval space which will be turned into &
baseball fleld. The field will be about
450 by 300 feet clear, and there will be
additional width beneath the standing
folinge trees, The plan calls for the
congtruction of a grand stand on the
western side of the field, but the com-
mittee did not accept the plans for this
stand, but will take up the matter of
the building later, contenting Itself now
with the provision the filling and
préparation in general for the grounds.

Around the baseball field and passing
between the diamond and the grand
stand will be lald a blcycle speedway
which will be a quarter mile in length,
the path being fifteen feet In width.

The entire play ground will be encom-
passed by driveway of thirty feet
which will pass on the cutside of the
grand stand. This driveway will also
pass around the tennis couris and down
to the lake shore, The committee de-

cided that nothing In the way of the
beautifying of the lake will be under-
taken at this time, and all the energles
of the committee will be devoted to the
construction of the play grounds prop-
er. The plans were drawn by Architect
Pinkham, several others belng consid-
ered,

Owing to the fact that Governor Dole
will leave in the steamer on Friday, for
a trip to Hawail, & meeting of the com-
mittee will be held on that day to con-
| sider several changes in the plans which
have been suggested, and to order the
beginning of work upon the filling of
| the mauka portion on the grounds at

plans

for

i

aonce,

'BOYD HEARS FROM
DAKOTA FARMERS

Boyd

which give

received
esterday him hope
delegation of Dakoia farmers

although there Is
the date of
mall he

‘ommissioner

Land (
tidings ¥
:'!i-l‘\ {..'i‘_'
after all,
regarding
arrival. By the China's
ved a ietter from a Mr. Chester
of Dakola, saving that he had
sard of the Giddings settlers coming

Hawalf, and also to secure
jand for himself and party his

tes that he has been

o are several thou-

homestead settie-

from. this
has

coming

nothing definite

tneir
1 &180

desired
a of
mds e sta
d ther
r | sand acres awaiting
ment Mr. Boyd belies
nuery that Giddings expedition

not heen

fris

informed that

&8

oned.
-
Cable Making Progre:s,

aband

srground

with by the

lown of the und
rain-

rly next

aF nOwW

th able has
unt now DeEIng
loge to one-hall
kK has been somewhat d

&% in

AN

bein

'L‘.“ i




